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The INSACOG reports genomic surveillance of SARS CoV -2 across the country through sequencing of 
samples from Sentinel sites and also detailed State wise district analysis for some states under State 
MoUs  (Maharashtra, Kerala and some others). A summary of the cumulative data of INSACOG and 
other state sequencing initiatives can be found at the INSACOG data portal link 
(http://clingen.igib.res.in/covid19genomes/) along with other INSACOG information at 
https://dbtindia.gov.in/insacog. New web-based query tool is now available on the data portal. All 
data presented on the portal is organized by date of sample collection, state, assigned lineage and 
mutations found on analysis.  

Variants reported during the period 

Global 

While Delta, including B.1.617.2 (AY) and AY.x sublineages, continues to be the main VOC globally, the 

Omicron VOC continues to grow rapidly. Cases have continued to increase in South Africa, with smaller 

but clear rise in hospitalizations (1). Pending complete genomic sequencing, in UK, S-gene target 

failure has shown very rapid increase in likely Omicron cases and this would represent significant 

growth advantage against Delta (2). In the meantime, a sub lineage of Omicron (BA.2) with absence 

of SGTF, has been reported (3). While there are some indicators that the disease may be milder with 

Omicron, there is insufficient data to determine whether this is because of prior infections or 

vaccination. There is insufficient data for Omicron severity in unvaccinated or partially vaccinated 

older subjects  

National 

As on 12-12-2021, 47 cases of Omicron have been identified so far. Public health measures and 
investigations are being conducted. At this time there is no clear evidence regarding transmissibility, 
immune evasion, or severity in India 

 

1. Update NICD dt 8 Dec, https://www.nicd.ac.za/latest-confirmed-cases-of-covid-19-in-south-
africa-8-december-2021/ 

2. UKHSA update on Omicron dt 8 Dec 
(https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment
_data/file/1039644/Omicron_SGTF_case_update_FINAL.pdf) 

3. https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sage-98-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-
response-7-december-2021/sage-98-minutes-coronavirus-covid-19-response-7-december-
2021 
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