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INTER-INSTITUTIONAL INFECTIOUS DISEASE PROGRAMME ANNOUNCEMENT (IIDPA - HEP-C)
Call for Proposals in Hepatitis C Virus Research
The hepatitis C virus (HCV) represents a significant global health problem due to its remarkable ability to establish persistent infections that lead to progressive liver pathology and a poor sustained response to prevailing therapy. There is currently no vaccine against HCV.
DBT intends to enable, promote and accelerate R&D activities that will enhance the capacity and capability of those committed to HCV research.
Proposals are invited from interested researchers under the following specific themes:
	Theme 1:
	Creation of a blood and tissue Bio-Bank to facilitate basic and clinical research on HCV. The proposal must include a management, sharing and sustenance plan.


	Theme 2:
	Establish facilities for propagation of HCV to high titers in cell culture with a translational end-point. 


	Theme 3:
	Establish facilities to develop humanized mouse models for in vivo testing of candidate vaccines and antivirals.



	Theme 4:
	Develop improved and low cost diagnostic assay systems for HCV. The proposal must include a blinded testing and validation plan.


	Theme 5:
	Develop HCV genotype 3 replicons and infectious molecular clones; identification of adaptive mutations and understanding their biological mechanisms. 


	Theme 6:
	Studies on immune responses and pathogenesis of HCV genotype 3 in Indian patients.



The proposals must highlight collaborative approaches that would add value to the research plan and outcomes. Proposals that involve more than one institution will be preferred.
HOW TO APPLY: 
1.  ONLINE SUBMISSION:   Interested scientists/clinical researchers can submit their proposal ONLINE (website: http://dbtepromis.nic.in or http://dbtepromis.gov.in) through eProMIS system. While entering details of the proposal under the Area selection, please select the following ‘Hepatitis C Virus Research’.
2.  HARD COPY SUBMISSION:  The prescribed format can be downloaded from the website http://dbtindia.nic.in/writereaddata/12125020781_Proforma_R&D.doc.
The Applicants should also submit ten hard copies of the proposal duly signed + one soft copy [only MS Word file] through E-mail (sundeep.dbt@gmail.com)  and send to: Sundeep Sarin, Director, Department of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science & Technology, Block – 2, 6th Floor, CGO Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi – 110003.  The investigator should clearly indicate “IIDPA – Hep-C” on the envelope.
LAST DATE OF SUBMISSION

Full - length proposals duly forwarded from competent authority should be submitted on or before 30th November 2012.
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