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Call for Pre-Proposal

Indo-Swiss Collaboration in Biotechnology (ISCB)

Invites pre-proposals of Bio-Science and relevant Socioeconomic Areas

ISCB is a bilateral research and product development programme jointly funded and steered by the Indian and Swiss Governments. The overall goal of ISCB is to contribute towards food security in the Indian context through innovative life sciences and biotechnology approaches, supporting sustainable and climate resilient agriculture. Innovative biotechnological products and processes addressing Indian agriculture with relevance to the needs and demands of small and marginal farmers are developed and validated; their dissemination and adoption is promoted through public and private partners. ISCB is launching Phase IV the programme in 2013 and the components of this new call for proposal are as follows: 
Target crops: Small millets with priority on finger millet or Ragi (Eleusine coracana) and pigeon pea ( Cajanus cajan).
Technical thrust areas: Improved input use efficiency, targeted delivery of inputs, stress( biotic/abiotic) resistance at both pre-harvest or post-harvest stages of the crops are focal areas. Wide range of life sciences and biotechnology approaches for genetic enhancement of crops and development novel inputs for improved crop production are considered. Relevant trans-sectoral topics on biosafety research including risk assessment and management and development of protocols for safety assessment of new technologies are also supported.
Socio-economic thrust areas: include socio-economic analysis, policy and regulatory aspects related to adaptation, utilisation and public perception that are adjunct or related to crop-specific technical thrust areas/networks (above) or with relevance to the continuing ISCB product development projects e.g. genetically modified chickpeas, biofertilizer, biopesticide.
Prerequisites for pre-proposal:
The pre-proposals for an initial phase of three years duration may be submitted preferably in the form of networks, consisting of more than two partners with specific shared objectives along the participatory circular value chain at any point from basic research/translational research focused towards product development with impact on Indian agriculture with reference to small and marginal farmers. 

Participation of at least one Indian and one Swiss partner associated with either crop specific or technological and /or socio-economic priorities or objectives in the network is a pre-requisite.
Wherever the value chain of the network involves activities of regulation, scale up of production, large scale demonstrations, product delivery, marketing and extension, ISCB shall participate only in capacity building, knowledge generation and guidance for overall monitoring and management. The participation of other stakeholders such as Indian or foreign funding (Public/private) agencies in these activities along the value chain is encouraged on mutually agreed terms and conditions. 

Although feasibility of envisaged impact including efficiency (cost-benefit ratio) is expected notably in long-term of 8-10 years, a shorter time-frame for possible practical application of research outputs following initial project period of   three years would be highly desirable. 

Scientific quality and originality/innovation of proposed network projects is essential.
Eligibility: Investigator(s) should have a Ph.D. with experience in relevant area. He/she  must be employed at institutions of higher education, universities, public research institutions or not-for profit organizations for the whole of project duration or below 55 years or having at least five years for superannuation on the date of submission of the proposal. 

Funding support: Personnel, recurring expenses, equipment and cost towards scientific exchanges, meetings/workshops for the entire project duration would be provided as per the guidelines of funding agencies (DBT/SDC) and the requirement of the project/network.

Submission deadline: April 1, 2013

For more details and application process, please refer to http://iscb.epfl.ch
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