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SUB: Cabinet Summary for October-2020

I. Important policy decisions taken and major achievements are as follows:

I. MEDICAL BIOTECHNOLOGY

A. COVID related Initiatives:

i.

iii.

vi.

The Indian COVID-19 Vaccine Development Mission entitled Mission
“COVID Suraksha”: The Department has organized a meeting on 23rd
October, 2020 for the Expenditure Finance Committee (EFC) to consider the
proposal for "The Indian COVID-19 Vaccine Development Mission entitled
Mission “COVID Suraksha” under the Chairmanship of the Secretary,
Department of Biotechnology (DBT). The meeting was attended by the
representatives of NITI Aayog, Office of the Principal Scientific Advisor to the
Government of India, Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare, Indian Council of Medical Research, Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research and Department of Science and Technology.

National Expert Group on Vaccine Administration for COVID-19
(NEGVAC): DBT participated in a meeting of the National Expert Group on
Vaccine Administration for COVID-19 (NEGVAC) on 10th October 2020 held
under the chairpersonship of Dr. V.K. Paul, Member (Health), NITI Aayog and
Sh. Rajesh Bhushan, Secretary (H&FW) as co-chairperson.

Covid-19 Working Group (NTAGI-STSC): The Department participated in
the First Meeting of the Vaccine Cost Effectiveness Analysis (CEA) Working
Group as well as fifth, sixth & seventh meeting of COVID-19 Working Group
of NTAGL

COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC): The Department participated
in the Gavi COVAX Advance Market Commitment (AMC) group briefing held
on 20™ October, 2020. During the meeting, updates on Gavi Board decisions;
AMC design and cost-sharing; World Bank Funding; CEPI updates on vaccines
and country readiness for vaccine use as well as procurement were provided.

India Centric Epidemic Preparedness (IndCEPI): India launched a training
programme for “Strengthening clinical trial research capacity in neighboring
countries”. The programme will help neighboring countries and LMICs (Low
and Middle Income Countries) to build capacities for COVID-19 vaccine trials.
Four modules of the first series of training on Good Clinical Practice were
organized on 9", 16", 23" & 29" October, 2020.

COVID Appropriate Behavior: A virtual meeting chaired by Hon'ble
MoHFW, MoES & MoS&T and attended by Senior Officers of DBT and
Directors of DBT's Autonomous Institutes (Als) & PSUs was organized on 13th






