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TO BE JOINTLY FILLED OUT BY UK and INDIAN APPLICANTS

Newton Fund: MRC-DBT-DFID OUTLINE APPLICATION GUIDANCE
Global Research Programme: Addressing the health needs of women and children in the most disadvantaged populations globally
Eligibility criteria and how to apply: Guidance for applicants to this call.
Global Research Programme grants can be up to 3 years in duration.   The size of the grants varies according to the needs of the research project.  We have up to £5million of UK funding available for this scheme, with a matched contribution from Department for Biotechnology, India, for the Indian component. 

Funding for projects awarded under this call for proposals is jointly provided by the UK Department for International Development in India (DFID India), the Medical Research Council (MRC) and Department for Biotechnology, Government of India.  

For the outline stage (First stage) of this joint call between UK and Indian funders, the administration of applications will be done by MRC. Researchers with successful outline proposals will be invited to submit a full proposal, which is to be submitted to both the MRC and DBT. 
For administrative purposes all projects will have a Principal Investigator based at an Indian Research Organisation and a Principal Investigator at a UK Research Organisation. Academic leadership should also be demonstrated by a PI based at the research organisation in the LIC that forms the trilateral research partnership.
In summary:
· UK applicants will submit proposals to the MRC – Outline AND full stage.

· Indian PI’s will submit to DBT – Full stage ONLY.

· Funds will be released according to MRC Terms and Conditions to cover the UK and LIC components of the research project
· Funds will be released according to DBT Terms and Conditions to cover Indian component of the research project  

General information about how to apply to the MRC can be found in the Handbook for Applicants and Grant holders: http://www.mrc.ac.uk/documents/pdf/handbook-for-applicants-and-grant-holders/
NB Where guidance in this document differs from that in the Handbook for Applicants and Grant holders, applicants from both UK and Indian institutions should follow the guidance in this present, scheme specific document.

UK applicants must submit Outline applications on behalf of the research team, to the Je-S application system by 16:00 British Summer Time on Tuesday 21st October 2014. 

Queries from UK researchers with regard to eligibility for funding from MRC (for both the UK and LIC component) should be sent to Meriel Flint, MRC International Strategy Manager, meriel.flint@headoffice.mrc.ac.uk
Queries from Indian researchers with regard to eligibility for funding from DBT should be sent to shailja@dbt.nic.in or sanjay.kalia@nic.in
Who can apply:

Only applications from trilateral research partnerships including a lead academic from the UK, India and a LIC (as defined by World Bank classifications: http://data.worldbank.org/about/country-classifications/country-and-lending-groups) will be accepted into this scheme. 

The principal investigator (PI) from India and the PI from the UK will act as the project coordinator for their country and the liaison point with DBT and MRC respectively, if successful in securing funding.  It is the responsibility of the project coordinators from each country to ensure that all named co-investigators are eligible. Applications involving ineligible applicants, from either India or the UK, will result in the whole application being withdrawn.
While the researchers based in low-income countries do not have to submit in addition to their UK and Indian partner’s submission, the researcher must be based at an eligible institution for the application to be considered. Eligible institutions in LIC’s include higher education institutions and non-profit research institutions.  

Indian applicants:

The Indian component of this research project will be funded by DBT. The standard DBT rules for eligibility will apply. DBT will fund eligible Indian academics at 100% of the full economic costing in terms of equipment, consumables, contingency, overheads and manpower salary costs employed under the project.  PhD students will be funded as part of this call as per normal DBT guidelines. Indian applicants while submitting the full proposal are requested to submit additional proforma for Indian costs (budget) in DBT format available at website: http://dbtindia.nic.in/,as well as details of ongoing and completed projects from DBT.
UK Principal Investigators (PIs)
Eligibility of UK-based PIs is covered in the MRC Handbook for Applicants and Grant holders. Funding will be awarded on the basis of full economic costs as described on the MRC website. PhD students will not be funded as part of this call. 

LIC PIs can claim 100% of their direct costs and up to 20% of those costs as indirect costs.

It is not permitted for the same person to be Principal Investigator on any more than two proposals submitted to this call.  

Co-investigators (Co-Is)

Co-investigators can be based in the UK as per usual MRC funding rules.
Co-investigators can be based in low- and middle-income countries as per usual MRC funding rules.  They can claim 100% of their direct costs and up to 20% of those costs as indirect costs.
Co-investigators can be based in high-income countries outside of the UK as per usual MRC funding rules.  They can claim 100% of their direct costs but no indirect costs.  However, as the scheme is intended to fund work in low- and middle-income countries, high-income country applicants are advised to keep their costs claimed to a minimum.
At the full stage all co-investigators should be registered and added to the application.  If creating a new Je-S Account, please allow 48 hours (longer if the account is created at the weekend) as there is a delay between registration and the investigator being available on the online system to add to the application. Please ensure that registration is completed well in advance of the submission deadline.
How to apply for a Global Research Programme grant 

Applying for the Global Research Programme is a two-stage process.  You will therefore need to submit an outline proposal. Your proposal should include:

A1.
The online Je-S form (see A1 guidance below)

A2.
Outline Case for Support (see A2 guidance below)

A3.
CVs (including publication lists) of investigators (see A3 guidance below)
When completing all of these documents, please refer to Section A4 assessment criteria for this scheme. 

At this outline stage you do not need to submit a Justification for Resources, a Pathways to Impact statement or a Data Management Plan.  

Letters of support are not needed from co-investigators or other organisations requesting funding from the grant.  Letters of support are needed for any organisations entered on the Je-S form as ‘Project Partners’.  A Project Partner is an organisation which contributes in cash or in kind to the project but which is not requesting any money from the project. Therefore a Project Partner cannot be either a Co-Investigator or from the Principal Investigator or Co-investigators’ Organisations.
Your proposal should be submitted by 16:00 British Summer Time on Tuesday 21st October 2014.

The assessment panel will meet during December 2014.  You will receive notification of whether you are invited to submit a full proposal within a fortnight of that meeting.  

If you are invited to submit a full application you will be provided with a guidance document for completion of your full application. At the full application stage UK PI’s will submit to MRC via the Je-S system and Indian PI’s will submit to DBT. You may also be provided with panel feedback notes for you to take into consideration when preparing your full application. Regrettably, if you are not invited to submit a full application the funders are unable to provide you with feedback due to the high volume of applications received for this scheme.

A1.
The online Je-S form 
The online Je-S form requests information such as administrative details of the investigators, financial information and summaries of your research.  We recommend that applicants access the Je-S form well in advance of the deadline so that they can see the specific information that they will need to enter and can ensure that they and their co-investigators are registered on the system.
The online Je-S form and guidance can be accessed here:  https://je-s.rcuk.ac.uk/Je-S2WebLoginSite/Login.aspx
If you do not already have a Je-S account, you will need to create one. You and your Co-Investigators need to allow 48 hours to complete the account creation process (more time if the account is created over the weekend) as the accounts have to be manually processed before people can be included in the proposal.   To create an account go to the Je-s login Screen :  https://je-s.rcuk.ac.uk/Je-S2WebLoginSite/Login.aspx and select Create an Account. When you get to the account type screen please select the top option.  When you get to the Organisation screen if your Organisation is not available create a new internet browser tab (to prevent you from losing the information already entered) and follow the Self Registration instructions below. Once you have self-registered the organisation, return to the account creation screens to complete your account request. 

To create an application you will need to log into your personal Je-S account and then

· Select Documents on the Left Side of the Screen

· Select  New Document near the top of the screen

· Select Council: MRC
· Select Document Type: Outline Proposal

· Select Scheme:  MRC Jointly Funded Initiatives Outline
· Select Call/Type/Mode:  GRP Out 2014
Once you have completed the Project Details section of the form please follow these instructions to check how the proposal is to be submitted to avoid any last minute problems
· Select the Document Actions Button
· Select Show Submission Path
If the screen shows: 
With Owner 
With Council
The proposal will be submitted directly by you.
If the screen shows
With Owner
Submitter Pool (there should be names listed against this section)
With Council
Then the Proposal has to be approved and submitted by one of the named submitters. You should allow 48 hours for them to do this. It would be worth checking that at least one of the named people will be available to submit the proposal on the day you plan to submit it. Please note that they will need to do this no later than 16.00 UK time on the date the call closes.
Please complete the administrative, summary and financial information as requested by the online Je-S form.  Some points to note are:
Research Organisation Reference:  is for any reference number that your research organisation might have assigned to your application for their own administrative purposes.
Duration should be appropriate to the research that you plan to conduct. It is envisaged research projects under this scheme will last 3 years. 
Summary of Resources Required for Project:  further to the information provided in section 5 of the MRC Handbook for Applicants and Grant-holders:
All costs incurred by low and middle income country investigators should be entered as ‘Exceptions’ and will be reimbursed at 100% if funded.  You do not need to obtain additional approval from an MRC Programme Manager for the Exceptions costs that you claim; it is assumed that all proposals submitted to this scheme will need to request overseas costs.  At the outline stage you do not need to provide a cover letter justifying your Exceptions costs.
Institutions based in low- or middle-income countries can claim indirect costs at a maximum of 20% of their direct costs.  If your actual indirect costs are less than 20% of the direct costs, you should only claim the actual costs.  The funders reserve the right to check indirect costs rates during the audit of a funded project.
Costs incurred by UK institutions will be reimbursed from this scheme at 80% of Full Economic Costing.  
A2. Outline Case for Support

Your Case for Support is a document including your scientific proposal, details of the

research environment, people involved and references. Your Case for Support should

indicate how your proposal fits the call specification for this scheme.

The outline Case for Support should not exceed five sides of A4 plus one additional

page of references (six pages in total). Your Case for Support must be attached to

your Je-S online application as a PDF. Please complete the Case For Support found in the final pages of this Guidance for Applicants document. Additional annexes are not permitted.
A3. CVs (including publication lists) of investigators

Please submit a maximum of 3 pages per investigator in each country: 2 pages CV and 1 page publication list.

Please compile all of the documents into one PDF file and include the documents in the

same order as the investigators are listed on your Je-S application form. Each

publication list should immediately follow its corresponding CV.

A4. Assessment Criteria for outline full-scale research project

grants:

General information on the MRC’s approach to peer review is provided in the MRC

Reviewers Handbook:

http://www.mrc.ac.uk/Utilities/Documentrecord/index.htm?d=MRC003184

The assessment panel for this scheme will consider whether outline applications are of

world-class standard (being intellectually innovative, well-focused and methodologically

sounds), and whether the research has the potential to make a real improvement to

health outcomes in low and middle income countries.

Peer reviewers will be asked to comment on the following criteria in assessing the outline

proposals:

Research agenda:

· Is there a real need for this study in the proposed location?

· Is the research question important and appropriate?

· Is an answer to the research question needed by policy-makers and other stakeholders

· beyond the academic community?

Project plans:

· Is the proposed study feasible?

· Is the proposed study innovative, internationally competitive, and methodologically sound?

Project team

· Is there an appropriate balance of academic leadership from each of the three partners (i.e. from India, The UK and a LIC)?

· Are the credentials of the investigators and host institutions appropriate to deliver the project?

· Is there an understanding of and sufficient involvement of the local research context and decision-makers?

· Does the proposed team of investigators possess the necessary range of expertise and experience to successfully carry out the proposed study?

Research impact:

· Does the project have real potential to improve health outcomes?

· Is there clarity as to how, and by whom, the research findings will be used?

· Does the application demonstrate that there is demand for the research from policymakers and other stakeholders beyond the academic community?

Ethics:

· Is the work ethically acceptable?

Value for money:

· Is the budget appropriate and reasonable for the proposed programme of work?
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TO BE JOINTLY FILLED OUT BY UK and INDIAN APPLICANTS
Newton Fund: MRC-DBT-DFID Joint Case for Support Form 
Global Research Programme: Addressing the health needs of women and children in the most disadvantaged populations globally

1. Research Project summary information

· Full title of the project (no more than 150 characters)

· In which country(ies) will the project take place?

· Duration in months

· Total amount requested from this funding scheme

· Goals & principal research question to be addressed; Please identify a concise and clearly articulated ultimate aim of the project. Describe how achieving this goal will address the key problems or needs stated in the call for proposals.  
	


2. Project description

Please describe your proposed research project, ensuring that you cover the following

points:

· Where will the research take place?

· Who will the research participants be and why?

· What questions will be addressed?

· What are your research-plans to address those questions?

· Give details of the methodological approaches, study design and techniques that will be used.

· Enough detail must be given to show why the research is likely to be competitive in its field.

· Particular care should be taken to explain any innovation in the methodology or where you intend to develop new methods.

· What pilot or preliminary information do you have available to help the panel assess the feasibility of the proposed study?

· f you are testing delivery of an intervention, please be clear about what that intervention will consist of and why.

· If the research involves data collection or acquisition you must demonstrate that you have carried out a datasets review, and explicitly state why currently available datasets are inadequate for the proposed research.

· What is the proposed timeline?

· How will you evaluate the outcomes of the study?

	


3. Importance: why is this study needed now and in this proposed location?

· Please consider issues such as burden of disease and priority for the relevant local, regional and national health services.

· What evidence is there that the answer to your research question is needed and wanted by relevant users, for instance, policy-makers?

	


4. How will the results of this study be used? 

· What changes might be implemented as a result of the study?

· Who will make those changes happen and how?

· Might the results be generalizable beyond the immediate research setting?

· What is the social impact envisaged of the project?

	


5. Research Project Team

a) Details of people involved

UK Applicants

	Position
	Name
	Organisation
	Department/Division
	E-mail

	
	
	
	
	


Indian Applicants

	Position
	Name
	Organisation
	Department/Division
	E-mail

	
	
	
	
	


LIC Applicants

	Position
	Name
	Organisation
	Department/Division
	E-mail

	
	
	
	
	


b) How does the team of investigators incorporate the range of discipline and experience

necessary to carry out the study?

	


6. Financial Information

a) Are other funding partners involved? Who are the partners and what is the status of the

discussions?

	


b) In addition to the costing you have provided on Je-S, please provide a breakdown of

the funding request per institution using the below table.

	Organisation name
	Total project costs (GBP)
	Total cost requested from

this scheme (GBP)*

	e.g UK org
	
	

	e.g. Indian org
	
	

	e.g. LIC org
	
	

	
	
	


* UK institution costs are calculated at 74% of the Full Economic Costs. Costs

incurred outside of the UK are ‘Exceptions’ and can be claimed at 100%.

c) Please list below a breakdown of travel costs requested to undertake visits to the LICs for networking and full-proposal development (maximum total of £5000). These funds will only be provided to those invited to submit a full proposal.

	UK PI’s flights to LIC
	£

	Indian PI’s flights to LIC
	£

	Visa cost for UK PI
	£

	Visa cost for Indian PI
	£

	Local T&S (to include accommodation, meals and other subsistence)
	£

	Any other costs- please provide details
	£

	Any other costs- please provide details
	£


7. Proposal history

Has an application for funding for this project been submitted previously to DFID, MRC, DBT or another funding organisation? If so, please indicate the status of the previous application.
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