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https://grants.nih.gov/grants/oer.htm

Office of Extramural Research (OER)
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How to Find Funding?
Grants.NIH.gov (Grants.gov)

2 Functions

 Find Funding Opportunities 

• List active Funding Opportunity Announcement (FOA) and Notices.

https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide/index.html#/

• Includes all FOAs from all federal/government agencies including DOD, FDA, CDC, USDA.

 Apply

• The site where you apply for your grant, i.e., submit your application.
• Electronic application submission



Search 
for Funding Opportunity Announcements

NIH-wide
https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide/index.html#/

NEI-only
https://nei.nih.gov/funding/app

https://grants.nih.gov/funding/searchguide/index.html#/
https://nei.nih.gov/funding/app


https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/search_results.htm?scope=pa&year=active

Search for U.S.-Indo Program Announcement
(Funding - NIH Guide to Grants and Contracts)

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/search_results.htm?scope=pa&year=active


https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files
/par-18-912.html

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/par-18-912.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/par-18-912.html


U.S. - India Collaborative Vision Research Program 
(R01 Clinical Trial Not Allowed)  PAR-18-912

Purpose:
 establish bilateral collaborations with U.S.-based institutions and Indian-based institutions

Research focus:
 basic biology and/or genetics of ophthalmic diseases

Areas include:
 diabetic retinopathy, glaucoma, age-related macular degeneration, retinitis pigmentosa, 
 rare and genetic diseases such as congenital cataracts
 eye conditions such as ocular inflammation/uveitis, refractive error, low vision, and corneal injury.

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/par-18-912.html

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-15-320.htmlOlder Version: 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/par-18-912.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-15-320.html


PAR-18-912:   Collaborations
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/par-18-912.html

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-15-320.htmlOlder Version: 

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/par-18-912.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-15-320.html


U.S. - India Collaboration

Research Project Grant Applications

 Mechanism:  R01 Basic Research, Investigator Initiated

 Multiple Principle Investigator (Multi-PD/PI) application with both of the lead 
scientists from each country as the PD/PI.

 Budgets are limited to $250,000 annual direct cost.

 Award project period is limited to 3 years.

 No clinical trials

 No revisions



Application due 
Dates

11/8/2018 11/9/2019 11/9/2020

Review Dates January 2019 January 2020 January 2021

Council Dates May 2019 May 2020 May 2021

Earliest Start Dates July 2019 July 2020 July 2020

U.S.-Indo Application Due Dates 

Adapted from:
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/due-dates-and-submission-policies/due-dates.htm#review

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/due-dates-and-submission-policies/due-dates.htm#review
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https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide.html



How to Apply to PAR-18-912

Note: Organizations must register and apply with 
their eRA Commons. All U.S. and Indian 
applicants must have an active DUNS number and 
SAM registration in order to complete the eRA 
Commons registration.



Grants.gov – required to prepare and submit grant applications

 The site where you apply for your grant, i.e., submit your application.
 Submission of your application must be electronically.

eRA Commons – required to do business with NIH

 Organizations must register and apply with their eRA Commons.
 Allows you to track your application.
 Allows you to view the same image of your application that NIH staff and reviewers see.
 Online interface where you go to access grant information such as Institute/Center 

assignments, review outcomes, summary statements, and Notices of Awards. 

Applying for a grant requires 2 Separate 
Systems Working Together



Organization Registration
Your organization must be registered in multiple systems to submit. Start early – can take 6 weeks!

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/prepare-to-apply-and-register/registration/org-representative-registration.htm

DUNS number (Data Universal Numbering System) – provides unique organization identifier

 Need DUNS number in order to apply for a grant in Grants.gov
 All U.S. and Indian applicants must have an active DUNS number.

SAM registration (System for Award Management): – needed to do business with government

 Need SAM registration in order to complete the eRA Commons registration
 Non-U.S. organization: Need NCAGE code prior to registering with SAM.
 Requires annual renewal

Grants.gov – required to prepare and submit your application

eRA Commons – required to do business with NIH

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide/prepare-to-apply-and-register/registration/org-representative-registration.htm


https://grants.nih.gov/grants/how-to-apply-application-guide.html

 There is no universal form set available for download.

 Each FOA guides you to the systems

 3 online program, ASSIST, Workspace, system-to-system solution, through which 
you can download application forms and submit your application.

 Active Grants.gov and eRA Commons credentials and are required to prepare and 
submit an application using these 3 programs.  

 For foreign entities, SAM registration is also required in order to submit an 
application

How to Access Grant Application Forms:



Example – Assist
(Application Submission System & Interface for Submission Tracking)

• Application Guide
• Assist User Guide
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An NIH Grant Application Goes 
Through Two Levels of Review

 Center for Scientific Review 
Assigned to a Scientific Review Group (SRG)

Often referred to as the “Study Section” for Peer Review

 National Advisory Eye Council (NAEC)
Second Level of Review



www.nih.gov

www.CSR.NIH.Gov



Review of NIH Grant Mechanisms 
and Study Section Assignment

Center for 
Scientific 
Review
(CSR)

Division of 
Receipt & 
ReferralAll applications

Received 
electronically 
through grants.gov

1R01EY012345-01

Funding 
Institute

Study Section 
for Review

www.CSR.NIH.Gov



CSR Study Sections:  NEI U.S.-Indo Applications

Vision-centric study sections:
BVS: Biology of the Visual System
DPVS: Diseases and Pathophysiology of the Visual System

Other study sections:
BCHI: Biomedical Computing and Health Informatics

DDR: Drug Discovery and Mechanisms of Antimicrobial Resistance

GCAT: Genomics, Computational Biology and Technology Study Section

GDD: Gene and Drug Delivery Systems Study Section

GHD: Genetics of Health and Disease Study Section

KNOD: Kidney, Nutrition, Obesity and Diabetes Study Section

NOIT: Neuroscience and Ophthalmic Imaging Technologies Study Section

ZRG1 BDCN-J: Center for Scientific Review Special Emphasis Panel

Ocular Surface, Cornea, Anterior Segment Glaucoma and Refractive Error



First Level of Review
Center for Scientific Review (CSR)

 Each scientific review group (SRG) is led by a scientific review officer (SRO) –that organizes 
the review meeting, recruits qualified reviewers; identifies conflicts, and assigns applications, 
and prepares summary statements.

 Chair – moderates the discussion as well as serves as a reviewer.

 Each FOA specifies all of the review criteria and considerations to be used to evaluate 
applications.

www.CSR.NIH.Gov



Scored Review Criteria (5)

Significance

Investigator(s)

Innovation

Approach

Environment



Section V. 
Application Review Information



Additional Review Criteria 
& Considerations
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“Scoring” Chart 



Scoring Overall Impact of R or U mechanisms



Sample Summary Statement of an Application 
that was Discussed and Scored

New Indicator for 
ESI status

Percentile from 1-100 
in whole numbers

Percentile: 4

Impact/Priority 
Score in 10-90 range 
(avg x 10)

Percentile?
• Rank order based on 

scores from current + 2 
previous study sections

• Normalizes scores 
between study sections

• NOT an award rate!

NEI Program Officer
Contact info

John Smith MD

1 R01 EY123456-01



Sample Summary Statement of an 
Application that was Not Discussed (ND)

No Impact/Priority Score
Foot Note starts with ++

} Explanatory
paragraph

John Smith MD

1 R01 EY123456-01



Criterion Scores 
appear at beginning of 
each critique

Structured Critiques

Review criteria 
comments in 
bullet format

Overall Impact 
comments in 
paragraph format

Criterion Scores  are 
independent of the 
Overall Impact Score
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Designate Investigator Status
Sample Summary Statement 

John Smith MD

1 R01 EY123456-01

EARLY ESTABLISHED INVESTIGATOR (EEI)

(NI)

(ESI)



Early Stage and Early Established Investigators

 Early Stage Investigator (ESI) - a NI who has completed his or her terminal research 
degree or medical residency—whichever date is later—within the past 10 years and has not yet
competed successfully for a substantial, competing NIH research grant.

 Early Established Investigator (EEI) - a PI within 10 years of receiving their first substantial, 
independent competing NIH R01 equivalent research award as an ESI.

Need to keep your eRA Commons profile up-to-date.

https://grants.nih.gov/policy/early-investigators/index.htm

https://grants.nih.gov/policy/early-investigators/index.htm


Peer review:

 Special considerations regarding publication record and preliminary data

 Focus more on approach than on their track record.

 summary statements are usually released more quickly.

Differential pay plan:

 Usually treated more generously on funding.

Benefits of Being a ESI or EEI
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National Advisory Eye Council (NAEC)

Second Level of Review 
Not a second scientific review

The NAEC advise, assist, and consult with, to make recommendations to the NEI Director on 
matters related to funding activities and policies decisions.

 Determines programmatic relevance to the mission of the NEI.

 Sets the goals and research priorities of each NEI program.

 Discuss all concepts, workshops, and FOA’s in general.

 Looks at applications with potential barriers to funding such as human subjects and 
animal concerns, or special circumstances such as foreign applications and renewal 
applications requesting more money than the limit.
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RePORTER

 Enables investigators to search a repository of 
NIH funded research project grants & access 
publications and patents resulting from NIH 
funding as well as find the Program Officer in the 
field

https://projectreporter.nih.gov/reporter.cfm

https://projectreporter.nih.gov/reporter.cfm


https://projectreporter.nih.gov/reporter.cfm

NIH RePORTER
Research Portfolio Online Reporting Tools

https://projectreporter.nih.gov/reporter.cfm


 Principal Investigator
 Title
 Abstract Text
 Public Health Relevance Statement

https://projectreporter.nih.gov/reporter.cfm

NIH RePORTER Search Results
(PAR-15-320)

https://projectreporter.nih.gov/reporter.cfm


Convenience Comes to Federal Grants

Download the Grants.gov Mobile App
To search and submit on the go.



Questions?


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Slide Number 42
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Slide Number 45
	Slide Number 46
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48

