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I. Important policy decisions taken and major achievements during the month: 

a. Pune Biotech Cluster opens at NCCS 
The DBT has supported a Biotech Cluster at NCCS, Pune, in collaboration with 
Institute of Science Education and Research (IiSER) Pune. This was inaugurated at 
the NCCS by Dr. Renu Swamp, Secretary, Department of Biotechnology Govt of 
India. 
The goal is to searnlessly integrate the high-quality work being done at various 
research organizations (Academic industries, University, Start ups and industry) in 
the field of Biology, especially those addressing human disease biology. The Pune 
Biotech Cluster produced high quality access and training for high end facilities 
including Bioimaging Facility; Proteomics Facility; BSL-Ill Facility; Whole Animal 
imaging and Tissue Processing Facility; and Cryo-electron Microscopy. 

b. RGCB Masters Programme to Offer Disease Biology Specialization 
Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Biotechnology (RGCB), has launched its first-ever Master's 
programme that offers first-of-its-kind specialization in Disease Biology in the 
country with a huge career potential in academic and industry. Dr. Renu Swarup, 
Secretary to Government of India, Department of Biotechnology (DBT), inaugurated 
the Master's programme in Biotechnology with unique specializations in Disease 
Biology; Molecular Plant Sciences; and Molecular Diagnostics and DNA Profiling at 
M.R. Das Convention Centre, ROCS. The two-year programme is affiliated to 
Regional Centre for Biotechnology; Faridabad established under the auspices of the 
United Nations Educational. Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and 
DBT 

c. Foldscope Workshop organized at Darrang on 27.08.2019 
As a part of the initiative on taking science to schools, the Department of 
Biotechnology (DBr). Ministry of Science & Technology, Government of India 
organized a Foldscope Workshop on 27th August 2019 at MangaJdai College, 
Darrang, Assam for teachers and students of Aspirational Districts in the North 
Eastern Region (NER) of India. Mangaldai (Darrang) is one of the Aspirational 
District in the NER. Foldscope is a paper microscope costing less than US $ I, which 
allow student to study the complex structure of organisms. Fifty six (56) school 
teachers from 14 Aspirational Districts ofNER were trained during the workshop on 
use of Foldscope. 300 students from neighbouring schools in Darrang were part of 
this workshop and trained along with the teachers. These trained teachers would 
further train students and fellow teachers in their respective districts for the use of 
Foldscope. 

llPage 



d. Biotechnology Popularization Programme 
L Miranda House, New Delhi 

Miranda House as a 'DBT Star College' organized one day 'Biotechnology 
Popularization Programme' on 2nd August 2019 under the aegis of CTEP 
programme of DBT to target undergraduate science students from various 
colleges of University of Delhi and postgraduate and PhD scholars from 
across India. A combination of workshop, online games and expert talks were 
organized to enthuse students to take up biotechnology as career option. The 
aim of the popularization programme was to encourage students to use their 
creativity and innovation for the betterment of the society with 'Robotics in 
Biotechnology' and 'Antimicrobial Resistance Awareness' as two important 
aspects. About 200 participants across University of Delhi Colleges and 
Departments and other regions of India attended the programme. 

U. Maitreyi College Conducts Conference On River Pollution 
Maitreyi College organized a one day National conference on 
«Biotechnology in present Era: Impact on Human Life and Environment" on 
23rd August, 2019 in collaboration with the Department of Biotechnology 
(DBT), Govt of India, under the CTEP program of DBT. The one day 
conference on Biotechnology in present Era aimed to provide a platform for 
sharing recent developments in all areas of Biotechnology and contemplated 
about related fields. The conference was a wonderful opportunity for young 
school students to gain knowledge about the latest and advanced technologies 
in the field of environment and human health. 154 college students and 50 
teachers participated in the conference. There was an overwhelming 
participation of 284 participants in various and the conference was truly an 
amalgamation pot of young and experienced minds. There was a poster 
presentation session to encourage young students and college teachers from 
various colleges to present their work 

e. Indo-UK Cooperation: 

The Department in collaboration with the Natural Environment Research Council 
(NERC), on behalf of UK Research and Innovation (UKRI), has announced a joint 
research call seeking collaborative and cross-disciplinary research proposals under 
the theme "India-UK AMR in the Environment from Antimicrobial Manufacturing 
Waste" on 29.08.2019. This initiative aims to support new research towards 
developing strategies to limit environmental contamination by antimicrobial waste 
from antimicrobial manufacturing, with the ultimate aim to contribute to global 
efforts to contain antimicrobial resistant infections of humans and animals. 

The Department in collaboration with British Council, UK announced a joint call on 
''Newton Bhabha PhD Placement Programme" on 08.08.2019. This year programme 
is jointly funded by the UK Government Newton-Fund and the Department of 
Science and Technology (OST), Department of Biotechnology (DBT) and public 
funded Indian Higher Education Institutes (HEls) that have expressed interest through 
British Council's 'Expression oflnterest' process to collaborate as delivery partners. 
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The programme aims to develop individual capacity of PhD scholars by offering 
short-term (two to four months) placements to learn valuable new skills or techniques 
for research, access facilities or resources not readily available in their home country, 
build relationships with potential new collaborators (including industry partners 
where relevant), advance complementary collaborative research, at UK or Indian 
higher education or research institutions 

f. TWAS-DDT Postgraduate Fellowship Programme 
Department of Biotechnology alongwnh The World Academy of Science supported 
PhD and Post Doctoral shortlist from three world countries. The First Conclave of 
OBT -TWAS Fellowship held on August 8-9, 2019 at Chennai was organized by the 
Centre for Cooperation in Science and Technology among Developing Societies 
(CCSTDS), Chennai on behalf of the Department of Biotechnology. As a step to 
further the international research collaborations and to strengthen the research 
activities among the developing nations. The main aim of the conclave was to assess 
the performance of fellows and try to understand their concerns so as to enable them 
and to improve the programme. A diverse cohort of DBT-TWAS Fellows and their 
mentors, experts! speakers, participated and the conclave saw representation from 
countries like Bangladesh, Egypt, Nigeria, Cameroon and Nepal. 

g. Discussion with Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI)Team 
on Platforms and Health Technologies for Infectious Diseases with Epidemic: 
Potential 
Department with the aim to strengthen and facilitate global competitiveness in the 
development of new vaccines both for epidemic diseases and new platform 
technologies, is implementing a programme in alignment with the Coalition for 
Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) -an innovative global partnership 
between the public, private, philanthropic and civil society sectors has to explore new 
ways of working to drive vaccine innovation to address public health threats like 
recent outbreaks - SARS, Ebola and Zika in alignment with the WHO blueprint for 
R&D. A team of six members from the CEPI team visited lndia on lst -2nd August 
2019 to discuss the implementation of India Centric Epidemic Preparedness 
Initiative through Rapid Vaccine Development called the Ind-CEPl. During the visit a 
discussion on 'Platforms and Health Technologies for Infectious Diseases with 
Epidemic Potential' was organized by BIRAC (Biotechnology Industry Research 
Assistance Council). The officials from DBT, DCGf, CEPI team participated in 
addition to the participants from the Indian industry and academia. The forum helped 
in mapping the available the strength of India in the field of Platform and 
Manufacturing Technologies for various vaccines. 

h. The Meeting of tbe Standing Technical Sub Committee (STSC) of National 
Technical Advisory Group on Immunization (NTAGI) 
The 22nd Meeting of the NT AGI-STSC was held on August 30, 2019 under the joint 
Chairpersonship of NTAGI-STSC co-Chairs, Dr Renu Swarup, Secretary, 
Department of Biotechnology (DBT) and Prof Balram Bhargav, Secretary, 
Department of Health Research (DHR) & Director General ICMR. 
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The NT AG1- STSC discussed the updates on JE, Rotavirus, PCV implementation and 
future strategy for consideration of Leprosy, Seasonal Influenza Cholera and Typhoid 
vaccines. Updates on the status of Universal Immunization Program and 
recommendations made in 10th SEAR-ITAG (South-East Asia Region Immunization 
Technical Advisory Group) meeting held at New Delhi were also provided during the 

Meeting. 

i. There have been 39 research publications and three patents filed by the 
Autonomous Institutes of the Department. 
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